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CATEGORY (MARK ONE): CHURCH FAMILY 
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Project Title:     

Date Project Conducted:    

Purpose of Activity: (In the space provided below, describe in one sentence the purpose of this activity. This section must be completed.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of council members participating in project:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    

Percentage of council members participating in project: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  % 
 

Number of man hours expended in project: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    
 
 

  
 

EMAIL ORIGINAL TO: programs@kofc-ms.org 

COPY TO: Council File 

Available in electronic format at www.kofc-ms.org 
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Describe project in detail. Use additional paper if necessary. Supplementary material may be 
submitted along with the nomination. Accompanying materials can include letters, 
testimonials, news clippings, photographs, pamphlets, etc. Do not submit tapes, videocassettes, 
DVDs, display materials, films, etc., as they will not be considered in judging the nomination. 

DO NOT SUBMIT THIS REPORT FORM TO SUPREME COUNCIL 

ENTRY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE STATE COUNCIL 
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMPETITION 

For more information on the Service Program Awards go to www.kofc.org/service and click on the left-
hand “Council” link.
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	Project Title: New Hope Village Cottage Renovation Project
	Date Project Conducted: January 2016
	Number of council members participating in project: 28
	Number of man hours expended in project: 1776
	Grand Knight: Chris Dickey
	Telephone: 901-248-7132
	Email: cdickey@fulmerco.com
	Council Name: Fr. Leo John DeHon
	Council Number: 14051
	Location: Olive Branch
	Chairman: Tony Garrod & Dave Szymanski
	Chairman Telphone: 901-692-2698 / 901-603-1579
	Chairman Address: c/o QOPCC 8455 Germantown Rd., Olive Branch, MS 38654
	Chairman Email: garrardt@helenachemical.com / webinob@comcast.net
	Church: Off
	Community: Yes
	Council: Off
	Family: Off
	Culture of Life: Off
	Youth: Off
	Purpose of Activity: The interior and exterior renovation of two cottages at New Hope Village in Holly Spring, MS where they provide housing for low income families and family’s in transition from loss of home or job.  
	Percentage of Members Involved: 50
	Project description#pg2: Some days we brought our friends and families to work on the project to share in the experience. A few times during the project we mentored some young adults who needed community service hour and allowed them to work a day. The experience has been very rewarding for everyone involved. It is easy to listen to Father talk about being the hands, feet and face of Christ to others at mass but it is another thing to go out and do it. Our work on this project is not for our glory or the glory of our brotherhood but for His. I think that is why this project has been so successful. Even to the point of when the facility almost closed in early November because of a lack of funds the Diocese of Jackson stepped in to pay the past due utility bills so families would not be put out in the cold over at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

We continued working on cottage #10 and are around 85% complete. All that is left is flooring, cabinets, appliances and furniture. However, this is the most costly part of the project. Our work halted in January of 2017 because the facility remained in a strong financial need and under the threat of closing. It has come to our attention that a new organization will be taking over the facility and we will get back to work very soon. We expect to have the second cottage completed and furnished by the end of April. The experience of sharing our time and talent with those in need will never be forgotten. The people we have met, worked with and broke bread with are our brothers and sisters through Christ. Their gratitude has inspired and humbled us. Some may ask why we spend our Saturdays working at NHV. We smile and say, because there is a need. After all, as Catholic Christians and Knight of Columbus, serving the those in need is what we are called to do… 

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’  Matthew 25-37-40  
	Project description#pg1: Brothers,

In December of 2015 a tornado devastated Holly Springs and left 100’s of families without homes. While our council was assisting in the cleanup efforts our lives and the lives of our families were deeply affected by the loss, devastation we encountered. But it was the hope and support by the hundreds of volunteers from around the country coming to help in the cleanup that spurred us on to our next community mission. For years, our Knights council and Men's Club has been supporting New Hope Village (NHV) in Holly Springs. We contacted the director Marilyn Curry to see if they had sustained any damages. Even though the storm had spared NHV the units we sponsor had sustained water damage from plumbing leaks, exterior caulk & motor separation and old roofing. We evaluated the situation and confirmed mold was throughout cottage #10 and possibly cottage #9. We requested permission to completely rehab both units down to the studs and slab. On January 23rd, 2016, we began demolition of both cottages to give someone in need a place to stay. New Hope Village is there 365 days a year for this purpose and they needed our help.

We took both cottages down to the slab and studs removing sheetrock, insulation, plumbing, electrical, hvac units, cabinets and flooring. We also removed and replaced the rotten wood and busted siding on the exterior of the building. We raised money from our spaghetti dinners and solicited donations of material and cash from businesses. Seven months in to the project working Saturdays we completed renovating cottage #9. It was completely rehabbed including new insulation, sheetrock, wood paneling, paint, bathroom tub & shower and fixtures, ceramic tile floor, cabinets, countertop, stove, refrigerator, bedroom furniture, kitchenet, sofa, new hvac unit, water heater, roof, exterior trim and landscaping. As you can see in the attached photos we came a long way in six months with volunteer labor and donations working only one day a week. 

It was during our time at NHV that we received countless blessing from tenants that live there in other cottages and people who were looking for a place to stay. Sometimes they would work with us on the repairs. Sometimes we may share a meal or just a hello or a thank you followed by a smile. These are not people looking for a handout but individuals and families either down on their luck, in poor health or just can’t afford to stay anywhere else at this time in their life. Countless times we were told that we were a blessing sent from God not knowing that they were the face and words of Christ to us.


